Changing Perspective Media Program (Nézıpont Váltás)
A Program for Supporting Equal Opportunities in Media
Media education for people with disabilities

The Changing Perspective program provides people with disabilities an opportunity to use
the media as pro-active, skilled and cooperative partners. The program is held by the
Nonprofit Media Centre Foundation focusing on supporting a better media perception and
representation of people living with disabilities. The program helps people with disabilities
to have equal opportunities of using the media and contributes to a better articulation of
their interests. The results also include a stronger lobby power for the NGOs dealing with
the disability issue on a longer run. The foundation also realizes other projects attached
to the Media Program and its experiences that significantly help change the public
attitude towards people living with disabilities and additionally contribute to their social
integration. Disability lobby organizations alongside with higher educational institutions
with communication or media faculties are permanent partners of the Nonprofit Media
Centre Foundation. The program duration is permanent. The instructors are accomplished
media professionals. The organization has an executive director, a media trainer and a
administrator. Volunteers are included in the program occasionally.
Originally, our partner organization, the Handicap Foundation, launched the Changing
Perspective training program.
Nonprofit Media Centre Foundation has been participating in organizing the training ever
since its foundation and it has been the main organizer of the program since 2003. The
first course was held in 1998 and it is repeated annually or in every two years depending
on our financial resources.
Usually there are 15-20 participants per course adding up to more than a hundred
altogether recently. The trainings are free of charge for the participants.
The primer goal of the program is make people living with various kinds of disabilities
(both mental and physical) prepared for using the media and publicity knowingly, being
able to form public opinion and also contribute to the presentation of “our common
world”.
Each training lasts for 6-8 months. Within that 6-8 months period of time participants get
familiar with all kinds of television and radio programs, their elements and the basics of
editing programs and shows. The training includes the basics of both the theory and
practice of making and presenting interviews, news, videos.
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At the end of the trainings participants of the training have their project reviewed at an
Audio and Film Festival (Hang-és Filmszemle) organized by the foundation. In 1999
Handicap Foundation organized a public conference on the media’s responsibility of the
disability issue and its relation to the people with disabilities. Our organization has
managed to maintain an equal opportunity section at the Kamera Hungaria TV Festival in
2004, so Changing Perspective had a chance to broadcast the products of the training
participants. In 2007 the first equal opportunity prize was awarded at the festival.
In 2007, for the Mustra Festival held by the National Radio and Television Commission for
the films they supported had its first section (Mustra+) for films and TV shows produced
by people with disabilities.

The result of the eight years of the media training is 50 films, 30 audio shows, adding up
to 500 and 300 minutes of materials altogether.

Our foundation is keeping contacts with the participants completed our trainings in order
to provide a continuous professional background for them.
After the media training, some of the participants went working for TV and radio channels
as interns (e.g.: Civil Radio, Hobby Radio, and Fúzió Radio). Three of the participant got
accepted into an advanced media training program supported by the European Union.
That resulted in internships at the City TV channel as editors, line editors and
cinematographers. Today they are members of team at a recently established TV
channel. Other two previous participants (a visually impaired and a physically disabled
girl) are co-hosts of a TV program on the internationally broadcasted Hungarian Duna TV
channel. Five visually impaired participants got jobs at local radio stations in Budapest
and Székesfehérvár.
Program providers are interested and regularly contact our organization with the
intention of broadcasting our student’s projects. We are cooperating with the Hálózat TV,
Pax TV and the Network of Local Televisions.
The media attention is increasing every year but unfortunately neither that nor the
disability and equal opportunity issues themselves do not have enough attention and
appreciation to find satisfying and continuous financial support.

The program’s future aim is having the training program accredited by National Training
Register (OKJ), so it will provide a better employment chance after one completes it.
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